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Matt 20:1-6

[Was the Master Unjust?]

(Phil 1:20-27)


In no way was the Master of the Vineyard unjust.  The first laborers to go into His vineyard agreed to work for the usual wage.  At the end of the day He gave each of them a day's wages, exactly what had been agreed upon.


The Master therefore, cannot be condemned as being unjust.  Rather, He is to be praised for being generous and compassionate to the laborers who did not work the full day.  In His compassion and goodness, He gave every one of the laborers—even those who had labored only one hour—a day’s wage, enough for each to support his family.  Anything less, and especially payment for a single hour, would not have been enough for this.


The owner called the laborers into his vineyard in the first place because he had compassion for them, and because he has compassion on them, he pays each one a day's wage.  There is nothing arbitrary or unjust in his conduct.  It is the action of a man who is full of compassion and mercy.  This is the message of the parable.


Never at all do we have cause to complain against God.  Our complaints against Him are an insult to His infinite generosity and merciful compassion.  Everything we have is a gift of His generous love.  The only fitting response to God who is love is a life of love in return, a life of total dedication to Him.  

This is how St. Paul shows himself in the second reading.  He is a model of a life lived perfectly and completely for God, in response to God's perfect generosity and love.


St. Paul, when he writes today's letter, is in prison, and there is a strong possibility that he will be condemned to death for preaching Jesus Christ.  But there is also a chance that he will be released, and will be able to continue his ministry.  But Paul is ready for either alternative.  He says, "Christ will be exalted through me, whether I live or whether I die.  Christ will be glorified in my body whether by my life or by my death." (njb)

Paul exists only to glorify God.  He lives for nothing else. "For to me," he says, "life means Christ." (Phil 1:21)  His one thought is the promotion of the Gospel, the good news about Jesus Christ.  To live is Christ.  To die is to gain.  "All that matters," he says, "is that in any and every way, Christ is being proclaimed!  That is what brings one joy." (Phil 1:18n)

 Christ will be proclaimed by Paul's labors for the Gospel, and Christ will be proclaimed by his martyrdom. "To live is Christ, to die is gain!" he says. (Phil 1:21)

Paul's death by martyrdom will be a great gain for Christ, for Paul believes that his martyrdom will contribute even more to the work of salvation than his preaching.  Martyrdom is always very fruitful for the salvation of others.  "The blood of martyrs is the seed of Christians." (Tertullian) Paul, therefore, is ready to die for Christ.  His death will be a powerful witness to the truth of the Gospel.


How can Paul be so sure that Christ will be glorified in him, whether he lives or whether he dies?


He is sure of this because Christ is his life.  "For me," he says, "Life means Christ."  Christ lives in Paul; Christ preaches through Paul.  Christ will die in him.  The whole of Paul's life, work, struggle, sufferings and death is directed towards Christ.  Christ is his life.  We are fully alive only when we have something to live for.


Our life is what we live for, and we live for what we love.  Paul loves Christ and lives for Him.  But this is because Christ lives in and works in him and impels him from within. "The love of Christ impels me." (2 Cor 5:14)

Whether Paul preaches, or whether he dies in martyrdom, his life is a manifestation of Christ.  Whether he lives or whether he dies Christ will be glorified in him.  Paul says elsewhere, "Continually we carry about in our bodies the dying of Christ, so that in our bodies the life of Christ may also be revealed." (2 Cor 4:10)

There is another way in which "to die is to gain."  To live is Christ, to die is gain.  Not only will Paul's death by martyrdom glorify Christ and advance his cause, but it will also be a personal gain for Paul.  He says, "I long to be freed from this life and to be with Christ, for that is the far better thing."  If life is Christ living in us, then death is but coming to the fullness of Christ's glorious life within us. “That is why it is far better to depart and to be with Christ,” says Paul, but he adds immediately, "Yet it is more urgent that I remain alive for your sakes!” (Phil 1:23-24)  Paul is ready to sacrifice his personal gain in being with Christ [eternally] for the good of the Christians in His care.


Such is St. Paul's generous response to the infinitely generous love of God for us.  


What about your response?  Can you honestly make St. Paul's words your own? Can you say in truth, "Christ will be glorified through me whether I live or whether I die?" 

You are not fully Christian until you can sincerely say, "Yes!" to both of these!  Is Christ being exalted in your living?  Will Christ be exalted in your dying?


Perhaps in your heart, some of you are thinking, "I couldn't care less!”  If that is so, if you are not eager to glorify Christ by your life then you have no love for Christ; you are not a Christian.


Is Christ actually being glorified by every choice you make each day?  If He is not, can you say you are a Christian?


If Christ really lives in you, and if you let Him live in you, He will be visibly manifest to others in your life.  He will be proclaimed by your life and [and you will] live what Paul said about himself.  You will be able to say, like Paul "Whether I live or whether I die, Christ will be exalted in me."

"Continually we carry about in our bodies the dying of Jesus, so that in our bodies the life of Jesus may also be revealed." (2 Cor 4:10)
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