http://www.FrPaulHinnebusch.org

Jeremiah 20:7-8
© Fr. Paul G. Hinnebusch, O.P., STM

Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
22nd Sunday Ordinary A

Romans 12:1-2
September 1, 1996

Matthew 16:21-27


[How to Respond to God’s Mercy]

“Therefore I appeal to you, brothers and sisters by the mercies of God to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God …” (Rom 12:1)


“I earnestly appeal to you by the mercies of God...”  St. Paul has just spent eleven long chapters of his letter to the Romans speaking of those mercies of God.  Now he is calling upon us to respond to that merciful love with grateful hearts.


What did Paul have to say about God’s merciful love?  The whole sinful human race was in a miserable state.  He told us how, in His infinite mercy, God has rescued the human race from the misery of sin.  Paul says, “All have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God.” (Rom 3:23)  All were separated from God by sin, cut off from His glory. “God has imprisoned all in disobedience, so that He may be merciful to all.” (Rom 11:32)


“But God proves His love for us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:8)  “Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.” (Rom 5:20)  “God did not spare His own Son, but gave Himself up for all.” (Rom 8:32)   Nothing at all “will be able to separate us from God’s love, given to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” (Rom 8:39)  Paul goes on and on in this way for eleven chapters, speaking of the infinite love and mercy of God. Now at the beginning of the twelfth chapter, he solemnly entreats us, he earnestly urges us, to respond to that mercy in gratitude: “I appeal to you by the mercies of God…!”


What should our response be to all the divine love?  An occasional, “Thank you, Lord” is by no means enough.  It is not enough to say “Thank you” on Thanksgiving Day.  It is not enough to say “Thank you” every day of our life.


No, says St. Paul.  Your whole way of living should be a great song of thanks and praise to God. The Christian way of life, all of your Christian living, should be a grateful response to the marvelous mercies of God, all those wonders His compassionate love has done for you.  Your whole life should be a living sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving offered to the mercies of God.


How does St. Paul say all of us?  He begins with the word “therefore.”  Therefore – that is, because of all that God has done for you in His mercy. “Therefore, I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, your spiritual worship.”


By “bodies” Paul really means your whole living person, your life and all your living.  Consecrate your whole life and all of your living as a sacrifice of praise and gratitude to God for His merciful love given to you in Christ Jesus.


In other words, every thought, word, and deed of your life should be crying out, “Lord God, I thank you for your merciful love.”  I love you in return. All of Christian living should be a grateful response to the marvelous mercies of God.  Live your life in such a way that you show you appreciate God’s merciful love. 

[Sometimes “your spiritual worship” is translated “your reasonable worship.”]
“Reasonable worship” is very conscious of what we are worshipping; i.e. God, who is love, and God who is ever pouring out that merciful love.  Merciful love is creating us and maintaining us in being.  [It is] not destroying us in wrath because we sinned, but sparing not His own Son, (the Father gave) Him up for us all. 
What return [should we make] for such love?  Offer your total being as a living sacrifice, not a dead animal.  How do you do this?  By discerning the true and perfect will of God and doing it.  
This is possible only by a renewal of mind.  It is a spiritual worship suited to your rational nature, governed by reason and will, as befits a human being who is intelligent and loving in response to God’s love and mercy. The reasonable thing to do [is to] respond to God’s merciful love.  Sin is stupidity! Knowledge of what God desires becomes the norm of human conduct – He rescued you from the power of darkness!  So don’t go back into the darkness of sin and of self will. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. [Always try to think and do] “what is good, acceptable to Him and perfect…” (cf. Eph 5:10) 
“Reasonable worship” is worship of mind and spirit.  It requires renewal of mind and heart to be led by the Spirit, to think with the mind of Christ.  So be transformed; let yourselves be transformed by the grace of the Holy Spirit, in a complete renewal of your whole way of thinking, willing and acting – “transformed by the renewing of your minds.”  Now be led by the Spirit of God as children of God (Rom 5:12) – be ruled no more by the passions of the body. Faith living itself out through love, enables Christians to live according to the highest aspect of their being. 
And do all this by the mercy of God.  In other words, let God’s mercy do its work in you.  Our Christian life is our response to His mercy, but it is by His merciful grace working in us that we are able to respond. So let His mercy continue to work in you. 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.  So it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who shows mercy.” (Rom 9:15-16)


[Bracketed text added by editor.]
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