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The Priestly Duty of Preaching the Gospel 


    “But I have written to you rather boldly in some respects to remind you, because of the grace given me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in performing the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering up of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:15-16) 


The duty of preaching the Gospel is priestly because the whole purpose of preaching is to make of all nations a pleasing sacrifice to God.

The fundamental responsibility of the priesthood is the offer sacrifice to God.
But what is the purpose of sacrifice? – To bring people into communion with God.

The purpose of preaching is to bring people into this communion with God.  When people respond to the gospel in the obedience of faith, the Holy Spirit takes possession of them and consecrates them as a sacrifice, a gift to God.

What does it mean that the Holy Spirit consecrates them?  It means that He takes possession of them for God.  He claims them as God’s own, as His very people, given to Him in obedience and love.

He fills them with God’s own love so that in that love they give themselves to God to be His own, to belong to Him in love.

This gift of self to God in love in the consecrating power of the Holy Spirit is the expression of heartfelt gratitude to God’s love for the gift of His Son on the cross for our redemption.

That is why in some earlier lines in this Letter to Romans Paul tells his readers how to respond to God in grateful love.  He had just spent the first eleven chapters of the Letter to the Romans in describing the work of redemption as a magnificent work of God’s love and infinite mercy.

Now he calls for the response to that merciful love:  “I beseech you brothers and sisters, by the mercy of God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, your spiritual worship.” (Rom 12:1)   

In the light of the Gospels, the Good News, which is Christ’s love poured out on the cross, we discern what is good and acceptable and perfect. [It is good and acceptable to be a pleasing sacrifice to God, consecrated by the Holy Spirit, to live in communion with God in love.

May all preaching further this purpose.]

[Bracketed text added by editor.]
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