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Made Perfect Through Suffering


Yesterday we heard in the Letter to the Hebrews that it was fitting that Jesus, the one who leads us into glory, should be made perfect through suffering.


He reached His perfection as man through the obedience He learned through suffering.  More exactly, He came to His perfection as Savior, as leader, through His sufferings.  “Son though He was, he learned obedience from what he suffered;

and when he was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him.” (Heb 5:8-9)

This is no mere case of His obedience showing the way for our obedience.  He was perfected for the purpose for which He was sent.  He was empowered for His talk of bringing us to salvation by His actually experiencing obedience and all the difficulty and suffering involved in obedience – the testing of love, and fidelity.  It cost Him dearly to be faithful to the Father and the mission on which He had been sent!


It is precisely His experiencing the difficulties of the journey to God through suffering and death which made Him “perfect” – that is capable and suitable for His high priestly work of bringing us to God –“a merciful and faithful high priest.”


He is so fit and suitable for this work, not merely because He is endowed with divine power to save us.  He is fit and suitable precisely because He can be compassionate and merciful.  He feels with us, He understands us, He knows what we are going through; He knows how hard it is, because He has personally experienced all of this.


He knows from personal experience exactly what temptations come to us.  He understands us, His heart goes out to us!  “Because He Himself was tested through what He suffered, He is able to help those who are being tested.” (Heb 2:18)   Very specifically, what did he experience in His testing?  To what temptation was He open?


He experienced the full reality of the fear of death, the temptation to discouragement, the temptation to think that God had abandoned Him; the temptation to think that life is fruitless, life is meaningless if it ends in death, the temptation to think His life was a failure.


But He also experienced trust in God, “I will put my trust in Him.”

Another aspect of the work for which He was perfected through suffering:  He shared “in blood and flesh” with all the children of Adam, “that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who through fear of death had been subject to slavery all their life.” (Heb 2:14-15) [He destroyed the powers of death through death] – not mere physical death, but though the personal experience of death with all its fear, pain, doubt, seeming abandonment by God.


Now we can have the natural fear without being enslaved by that fear; we can have natural fear of death without being slaves of that fear.

The fear of death has been destroyed by the perfected high priest, that is, the merciful compassionate one, the one made compassionate and merciful by His personal experience of death and all human suffering.

The real fear [is fear of] abandonment by God; that life is meaningless, [because] there is no God.

The taunt of the enemy in the psalms, “Where is your God,” is no longer of any power.  “Where is our God?”  He is with us in all our fears and temptations and sufferings.  He has experienced all of this with us.


No longer need we succumb to the enemy’s insinuation that God has abandoned us, that He doesn’t care – no longer need we be tempted to think that life is fruitless; no more need we be tempted to bitter discouragement.


Jesus who experienced everything with us, said, “I will put my trust in Him”; “Father into your hands I commend my spirit….” (Lk 23:46)

Thus through suffering, He was perfected; i.e., made apt and fit as our merciful and faithful high priest to expiate our sins, and to “bring many children into glory”. 

“For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the leader to their salvation perfect through suffering.” (Heb 2:10)
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