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Heroes and Heroines of Faith

Who were these women who received their dead children back through resurrection?  And who was the woman who encouraged her sons to suffer martyrdom and herself suffered martyrdom for their Jewish faith in the hope of receiving a better resurrection (that is the better hope!) than the children of those other women?


In case you do not know, before I answer the question for you, I want to give a more general answer.  They are included in that long list of heroes and heroines who were pleasing to God because of their heroic faith.  The list is given in the eleventh chapter of the Letter to the Hebrews to inspire faith in the people who were in danger of falling away from their faith.



In the part of the Letter you heard on Friday, the author quotes God saying through a prophet, “My first one shall live by faith.  If he draws back – if he falls away from the faith – I take no pleasure in him.” (Heb 10:38)

Then the author adds, “We are not among those who draw back and perish but among those who have faith and live!” (Heb 10:39)

Then he gives that long list of heroes of faith who did not draw back, but who persevered in faith, and of them the author says, “Because of their faith they were approved by God” - they were pleasing to God, He took great pleasure in them. (Heb 11:2)  You heard the first half of that long list in Saturday’s liturgy.  The second half was read to you just now.  The list begins and ends with the statement that they were approved of by God, they were pleasing to Him.


On Saturday you heard of the heroic faith of Abel, and Enoch and Noe, and Abraham and Sarah, and Moses, and the father and mother of Moses.  Today you heard of many named and unnamed, people too numerous to name.


The author presents them all to illustrate a basic statement he makes about faith:  “Faith is confident assurance concerning what we hope for, and conviction about things not seen.” (Heb 11:1)  Faith is “confident assurance,”  “realization of what is hope for,” inner certitude that we will receive what we hope for.


It is “evidence of things not seen.” (Heb 11:7)  The heroes of faith acted as though they already saw clearly what they hoped for.  About Moses, the author says, “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the King’s fury, for he persevered as if seeing the one who is invisible” – as if seeing Jesus Christ Himself. (Heb 11:27)  “He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the recompense.” (Heb 11:26)  

Earlier the author said something very interesting about the mother and father of Moses.  The edict of the Pharaoh commanded that every male child from the Hebrews should be killed at birth.  The author says, “By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth because they saw that he was a beautiful child, and they were not afraid of the King’s edict.” (Hebrews 11:23)  You’ll say, “What is so unusual about those words?  Every mother and every father thinks that their infant is the most beautiful child in the world.”  

But the author is not speaking of natural seeing with the eyes, or even the natural seeing with love.  In the context of the whole chapter, remember, he is speaking of faith as seeing the unseen “evidence of things not seen.” (Heb 11:7)  

So the author is suggesting that the parents of Moses, with the eyes of faith were seeing the spiritual beauty of their child – that is, the glorious divine destiny to which he was called, and so they did all they could to preserve his life, risking death from the King in punishment.  (If only those who have abortions could see with the eyes of faith the glorious destiny of the infants they murder!)

Not that this thought explicitly entered [the minds of Moses’ parents].  What faith accepts as true is what God sees, even though the believing person does not see it.  Just the same, the person of faith is described as if “seeing the unseen”.  In faith the believing person is so certain of what he hopes for, that he suffers and labors heroically, to achieve it.


The closing sentence of the chapter brings out what faith is like seeing what God sees.  The first sentence of the chapter said that faith is “evidence of things not seen.”  The last sentence tells us that God has foreseen everything we do not see - all this “He had foreseen something better for us.” (Heb 11:40)  

Now, what about those women who received back their dead through resurrection?  [They are heroines of faith. May we also have such faith.]
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