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Whom God Loves He Chastises

I never once saw my mother reading the Bible.  Yet she had a remarkable, practical knowledge of biblical truth.  She knew the meaning of the Bible for her everyday life.

How did she acquire the knowledge, since she did not read the Bible?  Probably it was by listening to the word of God when it was proclaimed in the liturgy, and by listening to the homilies applying that word to everyday life.  She had a listening heart.  God has a way of speaking directly to the hearts of those who love Him and seek Him.

The passage from Hebrews, which we have just heard was one whose truth my mother accepted with all her heart, and from it found deep comfort and consolation in her troubles.  I remember the day she quoted this passage from Hebrews to her family.   She really did believe that life’s sufferings come from the heavenly Father’s love.

My mother had many sufferings and trials from God.  One of the worst was a terrible eye affliction. [I remember a story of how one day someone told her she must have been a great sinner to be afflicted by God by such a punishment as her eye affliction.
The words must have hurt her.  It isn’t comforting to be called a great sinner.  When she came home she told the story, but then she laughed about it, and gave her own interpretation of her affliction. She quoted this passage from Hebrews, which had always been a comfort to her, and that is exactly what God meant the words to be, a comfort. 

Hebrews 12:5-13: 

"My son, do not disdain the discipline of the Lord or lose heart when reproved by him; for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines; he scourges every son he acknowledges." 
“Endure your trials as ‘discipline’; God treats you as sons. For what ‘son’ is there whom his father does not discipline?  If you are without discipline, in which all have shared, you are not sons but bastards.  
Besides this, we have had our earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them. Should we not [then] submit all the more to the Father of spirits and live?

They disciplined us for a short time as seemed right to them, but he does so for our benefit, in order that we may share his holiness.  At the time, all discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who are trained by it. 

So strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees.  Make straight paths for your feet, that what is lame may not be dislocated but healed.”
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