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Outlines of St. Paul

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians

 and Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians


St. Paul evangelized Corinth during more than 18 months (Acts 18), from the end of 50 AD to the middle of 52 AD.  He wished to plant the faith in this populous port, whence it would spread through all Achaia (2 Cor 1:1, 9:2).  He succeeded in establishing a strong community, especially among the lower classes (1 Cor 1:26-28).


That great city was a center of Greek culture where strongly diverse currents of thought and of religion met, along with a dissipation of morals which made it notorious.  The contact of the young Christian faith with that capital of paganism raised many delicate problems.  To solve them, St. Paul wrote these letters.


What might otherwise have been mere cases of conscience or liturgical regulations became, thanks to the genius of Paul, the occasion of profound views of how the Christ, whom he had seen in a vision at his conversion, truly enters even into the common-place things of everyday life.  He presents wonderful insights into our union with Christ (1 Cor 6:12-20), and this sanctification of the body; the primacy of charity (1 Cor 13); the true freedom of Christian life (1 Cor 10:14-33 etc.); and participation in Christ’s sacrifice (1 Cor 10:16).  The defense of his apostleship against enemies (2 Cor 10-13) inspires splendid pages on the grandeur of the apostolic ministry (2 Cor 2:12-6:19).  The down-to-earth subject of the collection for the poor (2 Cor. 8:9) is illumined by the ideal of the union of the churches.


This adaptation of the Gospel to the pagan world which it had penetrated is manifested above all in the contrast of the folly of the Cross to Greek wisdom:  to the Corinthians who are divided in setting up their different masters and their human talents, Paul recalls that there is only one Master, Christ, and one message, salvation by His Cross, and that is the only and the true wisdom (1 Cor. 1:10-4:13) – Christ, the Wisdom of God (as to the Romans, he wrote that Christ is the Justice of God).


Thus, by force of circumstances, and without denying the eschatological perspective of Thessalonians, Paul is led to insist more on the present Christian life as union with Christ in that true wisdom which is that of the faith.


The eschatological horizon, however, is always present—eschatology is already here— (e.g. 1 Cor 7:29-31), where virginity is seen in that framework (32-35); but it is eschatology already here! Eschatology underlies the whole expose on the resurrection of the body.  But the apocalyptic imagery of Thessalonians gives place to a rational discussion which justifies that hope, so difficult for the Greek spirit (1 Cor 15).


[Paul also treats] “the witness of God” (1 Cor 2:1); and “The witness of Christ,” (1 Cor 1:6). In accepting death for all men, Christ made manifest to the eyes of the world the universal salvific will of God.  Christ, witness of the Father by his life, was supremely witness by his death.  “Witness” and “martyr” translate the same Greek word. 
OUTLINE OF  I CORINTHIANS

Preamble:  Greetings, 1:1-3; Thanksgiving, 1:4-9

I. Abuses to be corrected

A. Divisions in the Church of Corinth (The solution: unity in Christ in the true wisdom, that of the Cross, taught by the Holy Spirit) 1:10-4:21


1.  Divisions among the faithful, 1:10-16; rejection of human division, 1:17;
3:18-23




2.
The wisdom of the world versus Christian wisdom, 1:17-3:4;  





the rejection of human wisdom, 3:18-23; 





Christian wisdom revealed to the perfect 2:6-16




3.
The true role of preachers, 3:5-3:17 (dissension over ministers of the Gospel is unreasonable)




4.  Conclusions:  the wisdom of humility, 3:18; unity in Christ, 3:22, whose servants we are, 4:1f.  Dissension due to selfishness, 4:6-21.




5.  Warnings, 4:14-21



B.
The case of incest, chapter 5




Purity and sincerity, in Christ, our sacrificed Lamb!

C. Lawsuits among the Christians, 6:1-11




Risen with Christ, we shall reign with him, the Judge!

D. Fornication, 6:12-19




“He who is united to the Lord is one Spirit with Him!”

II. Replies to various questions

A. Reply about marriage, its lawfulness, its duties, 7:1-24

B. About virginity, 7:25-40

C. About idol offerings and scandal, 8:1f.




1.
Theoretical Aspect, 8:1-6.  “One God...One Lord...we through Him”




 
2.  
The point of view of charity, 8:7-13






“When you sin against the brethren, you sin against Christ!”





3.     Paul’s example in sacrificing certain rights in charity for all, 9:1-23 





“All things to all men!”





4.
The point of view of prudence, 9:24-10:13. “Neither let us tempt Christ!” 




5.
Sacred repasts—no pact with idolatry!  10:14-22. 




“One body, all of us who partake of the one bread!”

6.
Practical solutions, 10:23-11:1.  “Do all for the glory of God.”

D.
Right order in the liturgical assemblies


1.
Reply about women’s dress, 1:2-16


2.
About the celebration of the Eucharist, 11:17-34


3.
about spiritual gifts


a.    Diversity and unity of the charisms—“all the work of one and the same Spirit!” 12:1-11


b.

All for the good of the community, 12:12-30 


  “In one Spirit we were all baptized into one body!”


c.

Charity surpasses all the charisms, chapter 13


d.

The hierarchy of the gifts is established by the degree of their usefulness for the common good, 12:1-25

e.

Practical rules on charisms, 14:26-30

III. *Reply about the resurrection of the dead, chapter 15



A.
The fact of the resurrection, 15:1-34.  “In Christ all will be made to live.”

The resurrection of Christ, of which the apostles have been witnesses, 2-8 (cf. Ac 1:8f), is the decisive proof of the general resurrection to come, 15:12-28.

Christ’s resurrection is indeed the very foundation of the faith, 15:12-19.

The risen Christ is like the first fruits of the dead, who will rise in their turn, 15:20.  Christ’s resurrection not only announces that of the Christian, but is its efficacious principle, 15:20-28 (cf. Rom 8:11f).

B. The matter of the resurrection, 15:35-53. “The last Adam has become a life-
giving Spirit.”

C.
Triumphal hymn, 15:54-58.  “Death is swallowed up in victory!”

III. Conclusion, chapter 16.  Practical matters and salutations

*Another summary of Chapter 15:

The parousia as victory over death:

1. A man was the cause of death; a Man is the cause of the victory of life, v. 20.

2. The resurrection of the dead and the transformation of the living into the 

image of the living Christ, 15:52.

3. The kingdom subjected to God, 15:24-28, with the destruction of the powers 
opposed to God, v. 24, and the destruction of death, v. 26.

OUTLINE OF II CORINTHIANS

Introduction:  Greetings and thanksgiving, 1:1-11 


“That we may not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead”

I. Apologetic part.  Paul defends himself against various charges raised by his adversaries at Corinth, 1:12-7:16.

A. The charge of fickleness, 1:12-22

1.
His sincerity, 1:12-14

2.
His firmness in Christ, 1:14-22 “All the promises of God find their ‘Yes’ in 



Him; through him rises the ‘Amen’ to God.”

3.
Not fickleness, but love changed his plans, 1:23—2-17.

B.
The charge of arrogance, 3:1-3. “You are a letter of Christ, written...with the Spirit of the living God.”  

1.
His confidence due to the greatness of his ministry, 3:4-11


“Our sufficiency is from God.” Glorification of the apostolic ministry, 3:1-6:10
2. Superiority of the Christian ministry, 3:12-4:6. “Transformed into his very image.” “We preach Jesus Christ as Lord.” 
3. The Support of his ministry is God. 4:1-5:10. “This treasure in vessels of clay...that the life of Jesus be manifest”



C.
The charge of insincerity, 5:11f.  “The love of Christ impels us!”




1.
His aims not insincere, but spiritual, 5:16-19





“If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature!”

2. Proofs of his sincerity, 5:2-6:13. “As poor yet enriching many, as having nothing, yet possessing all things!”



D.
The charge of harshness, 7:2-4. He wrote from kindness, 7:5-16




“You were made sorry according to God.”

E.
(Seemingly out of context) Warning against pagan infiltration: 6:14-7:1. “You are the temple of the living God.” (ABA?)
II. Hortatory, moral part, chapters 8-9. 
Collection for the poor Christians of Jerusalem.  
“God loves a cheerful giver.”  Thanksgiving to God will abound.

III. Apology of St. Paul

A. Response to the charge of weakness, 10:1-11.  “Bringing every mind into captivity to the obedience of Christ!”

B. The charge of ambition, 10:12-18. “He who boasts, let him boast in the Lord!”

C. Paul constrained to eulogize himself, 11:1-12:18 


“I am jealous of you with a divine jealousy!”

 
“My grace is sufficient for thee, for strength is made perfect in weakness!”

IV. Conclusion.  The approaching visit, apprehensions, 12:14f

“The Christ who speaks in me...was crucified through weakness, yet he lives through the power of God.  Yes, we also are weak in him, yet we shall live with him through the power of God in your regard.”

Note:  
Certain sections of II Corinthians seem to be out of context.  Possibly these sections came from Paul’s pen separately from the other parts, and were grouped together later on when the writings of St. Paul were collected.  
Thus, 6:14-7:1 gives the impression of being inserted, and indeed, 7:2 takes up the thought of 6:13.  
Likewise, 2 Cor 10-13, with their violent tone, astonish us after the confiding tenderness of the first chapters.  
Finally, chapter 9 seems surprising after chapter 8, and makes one think there were two letters on the collection.
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