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Outlines of St. Paul

SUMMARY OF HEBREWS


Hebrews is “a word of exhortation” (Heb 13:22), written to wavering converts from Judaism, men well-informed concerning the Old Testament, probably priests (cf. Acts 6:7), as we gather from the insistence on cult.  On their conversion to Christ, they had to quit the Holy City and flee elsewhere.  But their exile “outside the camp” (13:12) is very burdensome to them; they recall with nostalgia the splendors of the Levitical cult of which they were formerly ministers.  Disappointed with their new faith, which is still weak and poorly enlightened (5:11-13), and troubled by persecutions for the faith, they are tempted to turn back.

The purpose of the epistle is to put them on their guard against such apostasy (10:19-39), by showing them the eminent superiority of the Christian way (“the Living Way” 10:20) over the Old Covenant.  “The Law brought nothing to perfection” or consummation, (7:1; 9:9, 18; 10:1).  But Christ, the “Son forever perfect” (7:28), brought everything to perfection.  “Consummation, perfection” is perhaps the word most characteristic of the epistle.


1.  To the discouraged exiles, the epistle offers magnificent perspectives on the Christian life conceived as a pilgrimage (11:13; 13:14), a way to the promised Rest (4:7, 11), a march to the heavenly fatherland with Christ as “the living Way” (10:20), Christ as the perfect Leader superior to Moses (3:1-6), and with the light of faith and hope which had already guided the Patriarchs of their race, the Jews of the Exodus, and all the saints of the Old Testament (3:7-4:11 and 11:1f).


The Word of the New Law is the perfect word, the consummation of the word of the Old Law, for it is spoken not just by prophets but by God’s own Son (1:1f).  Furthermore, His word is superior to the word spoken by angels (2:2), the mediators of the Old Testament, for He is Son; they are only ministers (1:4, 14).  In fact, He is King of the Universe, which passes away, while He remains forever perfect (1:10f).


This Son is the truly perfect Leader and Priest-Mediator, for He is already at the term of the way, “at the right hand of the Majesty on high” (1:3).  He has “entered into His Rest” (3:10), “penetrated into the heaven” (4:14), has “entered once for all through the greater and more perfect tabernacle” (9:11).


He gives His followers a Rest superior to that towards which Moses was leading, and which the Hebrews failed to enter because of disobedient unbelief (3:10; 4:9-11).  “Son though He was” (5:8), He shared in the flesh and blood of the children of Abraham “that by the grace of God He might taste death for all” (2:6-18).  The Son of God as man “a little lower than the angels” is “perfected through sufferings” (2:9-10, 18), and “when perfected” by the “obedience He learned from the things He suffered...He became to all who obey Him the cause of eternal salvation” (5:9).


As forerunner, “precursor behind the veil” (6:20), He is to be followed as we “run with patience to the fight set before us” (12:1-2).  The epistle is filled with such exhortations.


2.  To the nostalgia of the exiles for the old priesthood and the ancient cult, the author of the epistle opposes the Person of Christ as consummate Priest who offered the perfect sacrifice, of the order of Melchisedek, superior to the Levitical priesthood of Aaron (4:14-5:10; 7:1-28), and His one Sacrifice, which alone is efficacious, which replaces all the inefficacious offerings of the Old Covenant (8:1-10:18).

3.  All the exhortations of the epistle to the wavering convert Hebrews are conclusions from this dogma of the superior Way to God—“the new and divine way” “in virtue of the blood of Christ,” “through His flesh” (10:19-20).  Christian moral life is the consequence of Christian dogma; Christian morality is lived in Christ, in His sacrifice, in “the Way.”  We must follow that Way by steadfast faith (12:1-2).  If the saints of old, our Hebrew predecessors (ch.11), accomplished so much with the imperfect means offered by the Old Law, how much more is expected of us of the New (11:39-40).  They of the Old are perfected in union with us, (11:40), for all are perfected in Christ.  If the people of the Old were so severely punished for infidelity, what punishment must not we expect if we are unfaithful to the Son of God (2:1-4; 10:26-31; 12:18-29)!  Our precursor Jesus has entered behind the veil for us (6:19-20), into the heavenly tabernacle.  Follow Him (12:1f)!  “Let us therefore go forth to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach, for here we have no permanent city, but we seek for the city that is to come” (13:12f).

OUTLINE OF HEBREWS
Prologue:  Grandeur of the Incarnate Son of God, 1:1-4 (Summary of all the Apostle’s thoughts 
on Christ’s excellence.)
I. The Son is superior to the angels, through whom the Old Law was given:

Scriptural proof, 1:5-14; 
Exhortation, 2:1-4; 
The redemption was accomplished not by angels, but by Christ, 2:5-18, 

the “faithful and compassionate High Priest,” 2:17.
II. Jesus, Faithful and Compassionate High Priest, 3:1-5:10

A.
Faithful Christ, superior to Moses, the old mediator, 3:1-6


B.
How to enter into the Rest of God, 3:7-4:11; 11-16


C.
Jesus, Compassionate High Priest, Author of Salvation, 5:1-10
III.
The Consummate Priesthood of Jesus Christ, 5:11+


Introductory:  Christ’s priesthood hard to understand, 5:11-14


The author’s plan, 6:1-8; Words of encouragement, 6:9-20



1.
Superiority of Christ over the Levitical Priests, 7:1f




a.
Melchisedek received tithes from Abraham, 7:1-10




b.
From Levitical priesthood to priesthood according to the order of 





Melchisedek, 7:11-14




c.
Abrogation of the Old Law, 7:15-19




d.
Changeless perfection of the priesthood of Christ, 7:20-28


2.
Superiority of the Cult, Sanctuary and Mediation of Christ the Priest, 8:1-9:28

a. The new priesthood and the new sanctuary, 8:1-5

b. Christ, Mediator of a better covenant, 8:6-13, “a superior ministry...superior covenant...superior promises” v. 6—and a superior law: written in the heart by the Holy Spirit, v. 10, cf. Rom. 8:2.

c. Christ enters the heavenly sanctuary, 9:1-14

d. Christ ratifies the new covenant by His Blood, 9:15-28

3. Recapitulation: The Sacrifice of Jesus, superior to the Mosaic sacrifices,10:1-18

a. Inefficacy of the old sacrifices, 10:1-10

b. Efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice, 10:11-18
IV.
Preserving Faith—“The Living Way” and the life of faith

God’s People on the way; motives for perseverance: 
Exhortation, 10:19-25; 
Danger of apostasy, 26-30; 
Encouragement from past trials well borne, 10:32-39; 
Exemplary faith of the ancestors, 11:1f; 
The example of Christ, 12:1-4; 
God’s paternal education, 12:5-13; 
Chastisement of infidelity, 12:14-17; 
Contrast of two alliances, 12:18-29
V. Appendix:  recommendations, fidelity, obedience, 13:1-17

VI.
Epilogue:  news, prayers, greetings, 13:20-25

Another summary of the epistle

I. Christ, “the Living Word” (4:12), 1:1-4-13;

II. Christ, “the Living Way” (10:20) 
in the life of Christian worship, the Sacrifice of Christ, 4:14-10:18

III. Christ, “the Living Way” 


followed in moral life inspired by the living faith which works by 
charity, 


a supernatural moral life which leads through His Sacrifice to the Rest. 
10:19-13:17
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