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October 21, 1988

Prayer for Holiness of Priests


I found it rather distressing recently to hear so many complaints about, you might say, the un-holiness of priests from four different quarters in this area.  People are dissatisfied with some of their priests.  Now where there is so much smoke, there must be some fire; there must be some failings on the part of some of our priests; and if we hear all the stories there is something seriously wrong with some.


So it occurred to me, as it does every time I hear things like that, we ought to take seriously the responsibility to pray for our priests. St. Paul, in so many of his letters, is telling the people to pray for him.  Of course he is so conscious of the tremendous burden of the Gospel, the ministry of Christ that’s been entrusted to him.  He wants the grace to preach the Word that it will not be impeded in any way.


I had an older brother of mine who was a priest, and he used to spread far and wide a little prayer for the holiness of our priests. I thought it might be a good idea to give you copies of that.  Here is the prayer:


Sacred Heart of Jesus, hear my humble prayer on behalf of your priests. 


I pray for your faithful and fervent priests, for your un-faithful and tepid priests, for your priests who labor at home and abroad, for your tempted priests, for your lonely and desolate priests, for your young priests, for your dying priests, and for the souls of your priests in purgatory.


Merciful Heart of Jesus, remembering that they are but weak and frail human beings, give them a deep faith, a bright and firm hope, and a burning love.  I ask that in their loneliness you comfort them, in their sorrow you strengthen them, in their frustrations you show them that it is through suffering that the soul is purified.


Loving Heart of Jesus, keep them close to your Sacred Heart and bless them abundantly in time and in eternity. 


Of course he knows that a healthy, holy priesthood is really essential for the holiness of the Church, the Church as Christ established it.  You know very well you couldn’t have the Eucharist if you didn’t have the priesthood.  You could not have the Sacrament of Reconciliation and so many God-given functions that the priests perform.


In a very real way, the priest is a living sacrament.  He is a sign, a revelation of the presence and power of Jesus here and now at work.  So when you see the actions of the priest in his sacred functions and hear his words, you know that those are a sign that the Lord Himself, the living Lord is present here and now speaking and acting through these

sacramental actions of the priest.


And, since the priesthood is for the sake of the people for whom Christ died, God in His mercy will work even through an unworthy priest.  The priesthood isn’t primarily for the sake of the priest himself. It is not for his advantage or his glory or his power, or anything else.  The priesthood is a service to God’s people.  And since God wants the people to have that service, He condescends to work even through an imperfect priest.  


Yes, the more perfect is the priest, the more effective the Lord’s presence and power is among his people.


When I was a young man, it was customary every Thursday to commemorate and to pray in a special way for priests.  It is customary to pray for priests on Thursday, of course, because on Holy Thursday that the Lord established the Holy Eucharist and the priesthood, which is essential to it. I hope you take seriously the importance of the responsibility of praying for your priests.  


If you love the Church, then you love the priesthood, and your love and concern for the priests will be a real help, a real support, to them.  Every priest knows it’s not easy, and if there are some who fail in the ministry, that’s never an excuse for abandoning God’s people, it’s all the more incentive for being holy yourself. It’s really true that the quality of the priesthood is a reflection of the quality of God’s people as a whole.  In the same way, the quality of the people has something to do with the quality of the priest. 


The particular prayers which I’m praying at this Mass are from the Votive Mass of Christ the Eternal High Priest. 


Let us pray!  


We said the Lord is present in His Church. His presence is manifested in a very special 
way through the priesthood.  Let us pray that the leaders of the Church at all levels may be faithful and true teachers of the word of God.  We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayers. 

That all political leaders may allow the priests’ practice and spread of the faith, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayers. 

That all who have been lead astray by bad interpretations of the scriptures may instead discover the true message of the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayers. 

That through the study of the scriptures and other spiritual writings young people may be moved to become priests and religious, we pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayers. 


Heavenly Father, Giver of all good gifts, Teacher of all true wisdom, enlighten us by your presence in this Eucharist, and guide us always through Christ our Lord.
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