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God’s Humble Love


"Let your bearing towards one another arise out of your life in Christ Jesus!" (Phil 2:5)   Let Christ live in you.  Let Him form in you His own attitudes of love. And what is that attitude of love?  His love moved Him to "empty Himself of all His divine glory and take the form of a slave." (Phil 2:7)
And how did He become the lowly slave of all?  By being born as a man, and in His human nature becoming obedient unto death.  
So totally obedient was the Servant of God that He became obedient unto death on a cross.  By dying on the cross, the death of a slave, He served us by winning our salvation.  


And therefore God highly exalted Him as Lord of all, empowering Him as Lord to bring all to salvation. (Phil 2:9)

Thus in Jesus, the humble slave of all, we see God’s own humble love.  God, in the person of His Son, moved by love, "emptied Himself of His divine glory" to become the servant of all. (Phil 2:7)  Such is God’s humble love, to become our servant.

In saying that Christ Jesus "emptied Himself of divine glory," St. Paul is speaking not just of that moment of the Incarnation, that instant when the Word was made flesh in Mary’s womb.  Paul is speaking of Christ’s whole time on earth, from the instant of His conception until the instant of His death on the cross.  Paul is speaking of the human nature of Christ as it was seen throughout the thirty-three years of His mortal life.  Throughout His life on earth, He was empty of divine glory.  Yet, this Person, Christ, who in His human nature appears in the lowliness of our flesh, [stripped of glory,] is in fact the Son of God.  

"Though He was in the form of God, He did not count equality with God a thing to be exploited.” (Phil 2:6)
 

Since He is “in the form of God” Christ is equal to God. Though He was in the form of God, He did not count equality with God robbery, a thing to be exploited, grasped, held onto tightly, the way a person holds onto stolen goods, something which is not His own.  It would not be robbery to be equal to God as if claiming something which was not His own.  
No, divinity IS His own.  He is God by nature.  Divinity is His deepest being.  By right, all His divine glory should have shown forth.  He could have claimed all the privileges of His nature and rank as God. 

He did not count equality with God as “something to be exploited” (used, manifested, shown off, displayed) for selfish gain, e.g., to win power over others, or to be shown off in proud display, or used to destroy His enemies.  No, in love He made Himself vulnerable to His enemies to redeem us from our slavery to sin.  

"Rather, He emptied Himself and took the form of a slave." (2:7)  Though He was in the form of God, He emptied Himself and took the form of a slave. He did this in humble love; He humbled Himself in love to become the slave of all.


To be in the form of God and to be equal with God are one and the same thing in reality.  Christ Jesus has no other manner of existing except as God.  Even though His divinity is utterly hidden in His lowly human nature: as an infant at Bethlehem, a little boy at Nazareth, a weary man walking the dusty roads of Galilee and Judea, thirsty at Jacob’s well, in terrible agony on the cross, though He has emptied Himself of the shining forth of His divine glory, throughout it all He has no other way of existing except as God.  Throughout it all, He is God.  He is God in the form of a slave, for He has completely emptied Himself of his divine glory.


As God, equal to God, He has a strict right, a natural right to God’s privileges, to God’s majesty and glory and power in the universe.  Yet in humble love He emptied Himself of this glory.  His humility consists in not wishing to acquire these privileges except by means of submission and obedience.  He shows forth not the brilliant power and authority of God, He shows forth God’s humility, God’s humble love which is at the service of fallen human nature, human nature enslaved by sin.  He became the slave of all to redeem us from this slavery by His humble obedience.


Taking the form of a slave by being born in human likeness was the first stage of God’s loving humility.  But this makes possible an even deeper humility and humiliation: “And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross.” (Phil 2:8)


St. Paul has a very special reason for putting the humble servant Jesus before our eyes in this way.  He is not just giving us a beautiful picture to be admired.  He is not merely trying to draw forth from our hearts a renewed and deeper act of faith in God’s humble love for us; he is not just trying to win from our hearts loving gratitude and praise.


No.  Paul has another very practical purpose.  He is exhorting us to love and serve one another with this same humble divine love and service:  “Let the same mind be in you that you have in Christ Jesus.”  That is the only really way of showing our appreciation.  “Let your bearing towards one another arise out of your life in Christ Jesus." (Phil 2:1-5)     Living in Christ, let Him, living in you, form in you His own humble love and service, let Him form in you God’s own humble love.


Obviously, Paul himself has deeply meditated on the humble divine love revealed in Jesus.  Therefore when he exhorts us to that same humble love, he applies to us the same ideas and language that he applies to Jesus.


Paul is in prison at the time he is writing, and he sees envy and rivalry and selfish ambition among Christians. (Phil 1:15, 17)  And no doubt he has heard that the Philippians, too, have divisions among them springing from selfishness.  Paul himself is in prison having a hard time, and so he appeals to the Philippians to console him and encourage him by striving for peace and unity in love.  It is bad enough that he is in chains.  Are they going to add to his sorrows by their unchristian disunity?  He writes: “If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind."  (Phil 2:1-2)


"Do nothing from selfish ambitions or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus who, though He was in the form of God did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited.”  (Phil 2:1-6)


We notice how St. Paul applies to the Philippians and to us the same ideas he applies to Christ.  “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,”  he tells us.


Then he tells us that Jesus did not exploit his divine glory for selfish purposes.  He did not use it to forward personal ambition, to win power over others, or to gain glory for Himself.  No, he emptied Himself of glory to serve others as their slave.


What a contrast!  Though He was in the form of God and equal to God, He went to the opposite extreme to take the form of slave.  Such is the humility of God’s love.


Paul therefore says to us.  “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.” (Phil 2:3)

In humility, Jesus becoming the slave of all, considered us better than Himself.  “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and give His life as a ransom for the many.” (Mark 10:45)

Paul says to us: “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” (Phil 2:4)  How far did Jesus go in looking out for our interests?  He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death – even death on a cross.


There was envy and rivalry and selfish ambition among the Christians of Paul’s day.  Ambition, conceit, looking out for one’s own interests and not those of others, caused division among them.  Hence St. Paul’s strong appeal. “Be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind….   Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus." (Phil 2:1-2)


 In other words, have in you God’s own humble love which is manifested in Christ Jesus: “Be of the same mind, having the same love,” being in full accord.  That is, agree on this one thing, work for the salvation of all, for which Christ was obedient unto death on the cross.


Paul had already strongly exhorted the Philippians to this unity, the one accord in working for the salvation of all:  “Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you, or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one Spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel.” (Phil 1:27)


St. Paul makes still another comparison between Christians and the humble Christ.  In speaking of both Christians and of Christ, Paul uses the same Greek word, which means, “to grant as a grace or privilege.” 


Paul says to Christians:  God “has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for Him as well. (Phil 1:23)


And what has God graciously granted to Christ who humbled Himself to suffer for us?  Paul uses that same Greek word, which means, “to graciously grant as a privilege” when he tells us that because Christ humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, “Therefore God also highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every other name.”  (Phil 2:9)  The word “gave” could be translated accurately as “graciously gave Him the name that is above every other name," the name, Lord, God’s own name, God’s own power over the universe.


We too, therefore, if in humility we accept that gracious privilege of suffering with Christ, will be exalted by God in due measure.  Sharing in Christ’s redemptive sufferings and saving work, we will share in His glory.


“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 2:5)  Let God’s own humble love in your hearts impel you to empty yourself of all selfish ambition and conceit, so that as servants you will not look to your own interests but to the interests of others.  Thus God’s own humble love will be manifest in you as it was in Christ Jesus His Son.
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